
Selected student comments. 

As primary instructor: 

Reading Class: Where is the Mind?, Fall 2019, Washington University in St. Louis

The class is very straightforward in its expectations. Austin really makes it a free space to voice your thoughts and opinions– 
take advantage of it! 

Austin is great. You get to discuss crazy cool philosophy topics for an hour and 40 minutes each week with your peers. 
Doesn't get much better than that. 

This course allows for free discussion of various interesting topics not just relating to philosophy but about technology in 
modern society. Expect to show up every class for an engaging discussion. Austin is engaging and allows students to take 
charge of the discussion, only interrupting to put us back on track. 

I wish all classes were like this. 

Seminar: Topics in Western/Analytic Philosophy of Perception, Fall 2019, Washington University in St. 
Louis

Professor Andrews always does a great job explaining concepts in class, though, so even when I found a paper really hard to 
understand he was incredibly helpful. 

Austin is an incredibly well–organized professor. He has a genuine interest in the subject matter and is dedicated to creating 
a course that is conducive to learning. 

Austin Andrews is a great professor and you should take his classes. He makes philosophy easy. 

The material covered in this class was very interesting, and I defnitely felt compelled to think intently about the things that 
we talked about, even outside of class. 

I think that he was the frst instructor I've had who used they/them pronouns in their writing, which I think shows the 
appreciation of inclusivity and diversity. 

The subject matter is interesting and you will be asked to think about perception in ways that you have not before. 

Professor Andrews's lectures are very informative, easy to understand, and helpful. He really breaks down the big, tough 
concepts into bite–size pieces. 

The handouts were very helpful in clearing things up– especially when we'd go on somewhat of tangents during discussions 
in class (which I liked). I think the discussion–style format of the class was also very conducive to learning and thinking. 

The handouts were very helpful, as was Austin's patience and the willingness he displayed in explaining the material. 

Philosophy of Mind, Fall 2018, Washington University in St. Louis
He was very conscious of the fact that many early philosophers were male and only used male pronouns in their papers. He 
apologized sincerely for this unfortunate fact at the beginning of the semester. When reading quotes aloud in class, he 
changed all male pronouns to they/them.

I can't recommend this course highly enough for those even peripherally interested in a philosophy class. Austin is the best 
professor you could ask for––engaging, open to questions, clear and constructive. This was my third time taking the class; 
the frst two times I left the course before the end of registration because I just couldn't understand what was going on and 
the professor was unorganized and uninterested in helping me. With Austin, I fnd the course material interesting and 
accessible. I'm so glad this was my last (!) philosophy class of my WashU career. I'm defnitely ending on a high note.

Take this course with Austin. He's the best philosophy professor that I've had at WashU and you can tell that he wants the 
students to do well and truly understand the material.

The professor was incredible. I've found that a lot of other philosophy instructors assume that you get concepts on the frst 
try (which in philosophy is almost never the case). But Professor Andrews makes you feel really comfortable asking questions 
and never makes you feel stupid for doing so.

Austin does everything in his power to help you get through this class. He is a great Professor that cares about his students 
and if you use all the tools in his class then you will enjoy it.

It is an intellectually challenging, but extremely fulflling class. It really peaked my interests in ways I did not expect it to. I 



gained a sense of confdence in my abilities to understand and unpack philosophy material. The professor was extremely 
supportive, understanding, engaging and clear. 

Philosophy of Mind, Spring 2019,  Washington University in St. Louis
It's a great course for someone who is interested in taking their frst philosophy class. It teaches philosophy in a way that is 
relevant for someone who has never encountered philosophy before. It's also ideal for someone who has a neuroscience–
heavy course load and wants to round out their understanding of the brain with a philosophical approach.

Absolutely incredible course. Because of it, I want to pick the philosophy track for the PNP major. Best teachers I have ever 
had.

Austin's notes and examples really helped me understand diffcult concepts. Having the handouts allowed me to follow the 
lecture that we had for class. I was able to add any comments that I had. They were also very organized.

One thing that stood was when Austin included quotes from philosophical works. I noticed that he would take the time to 
replace any he/she pronouns with the neutral “they”. I thought that was a great way to acknowledge those who identify 
outside of the gender binary.

He would ask questions or give time for students to jump in. He also paid attention to which students were speaking more 
and which were speaking less so that he could call on students who had not spoken up yet. He also tried to have the class get 
to know each other a little.

Nature of Mind Summer 2013, 2015, UC Berkeley

Honestly, Austin is one of the greatest instructors I’ve ever had. The material was exiting and interesting. I’ve had many 
questions like the ones covered and no idea philosophy covered such topics. Loved ALL the readings. 

Austin was a great instructor. I wholeheartedly recommend him. 

Thank you so much you really shaped my opinion for philosophy. 

I really enjoyed this class. You sparked a new interest in philosophy in me. Thanks for everything. 

I hope this could be a longer course, like lasting two summer sessions. 

Austin is a really great lecturer. He really gets you engaged in the course material and is passionate about what he’s feeling. 

Thanks for being a wonderful instructor Austin. I really learned a lot and appreciate all your hard work in making the class 
the best possible learning experience for your students. 

If I didn’t enjoy architecture as much I would have switched to philosophy as my major simply because of your class. 
Enjoyed it! Austin is very passionate and making the course interesting. Just awesome! : ) 

Handouts were wonderfully organized and it allowed the lecture to run smoothly. The handouts were extremely helpful in 
order to tie in all the material presented. 

The sequence of the course was very enlightening and well planned. Overall the course successfully covered a wide scope 
and true to its name introduced me to the glamorous world of philosophy. 

The handouts were priceless. What the reading placed in the dark, the handouts shed the light. Without them, I doubt that I
would have survived the course. 

It was super helpful how Austin made the material approachable with everyday terms and stories using random examples to 
get diffcult topics across. I think that was the most helpful for me. 

Thanks for making honest attempts to discuss and engage during class with questions and comments. Best class at Cal by 
far!! The course readings defnitely came together in a very interesting and compelling way. 

The instructor clearly outlined the course and course content perfectly. The instructor knew how to relate the very abstract 
ideas in the readings to the real world—using real world examples often—to make the concepts and ideas intelligible to 
students. 

Really cared about the students’ thoughts and questions and spend a lot of time answering questions. 

Introduction to philosophy, spring 2014, Patten University at San Quentin

Although the readings were quite diffcult at times, the lectures were very helpful in understanding the readings!



No criticisms, but defnitely some suggestions. And I suggest that Jeff and Austin both be commended for the excellent job of
teaching philosophy to the men here at San Quentin and that they teach here again.

It was a great class with great instructors.

I think this class is a very useful course and hope to see it continued. It helps one to think more deeply about matters which 
in turn helps one make better evaluations when thinking outside the box of everyday subjects.

The discussions were really helpful because they made me understand the reading better.

I found the readings very helpful but the lectures and discussions was what helped me the most.

I think that it is humanly impossible to do a better job than what Austin and Jeff did.

As graduate student instructor (GSI, Berkeley's equivalent of TA), UC Berkeley: 

Nature of Mind, Fall 2010 

Austin was a great GSI. I honestly preferring his methods to that of Professor Lee. 

Austin was defnitely my favorite GSI this semester. He was very helpful and informative, and I would say he knew more 
than the professor. 

Austin came in seriously prepared every day. His explanations were both fun and amazingly clear, considering the confusing
nature of the material. His feedback on the papers was extremely helpful, and he even took time out of class specifcally to 
show us how to write a good philosophical paper. 

Austin went above and beyond. He demonstrated a very sound knowledge of the course material and responded to even the 

most challenging questions. He helped a lot with the writing assignments, because of him I have had a steady improvement 
in philosophical writing. 

Austin was a fantastic GSI. He genuinely cares about the material and the students. He offered various times to talk about 
our papers before and after the due dates as well as time to talk about the material. He also presented the material during 
section in a way even more clear than the professor himself. I wish he could every section I have and ever will take at Cal! 

Extremely thorough assessments of written work—really can’t believe he put that much time into each paper. 

SO knowledgable of course material, suggests supplementary readings, has the PASSION so absent in lecture, presents 
everything super comprehensibly, listens to everything you have to say and truly cares. 

This course would be un-doable without the GSI’s help. He made things fun. 

Most GSIs I’ve had are really smart in the subject matter, but they are bad teachers or do not work well with students. This 
is not the case for Austin. Great teacher! 

Austin came prepared with notes an things he wanted to go over in class every time. How how, they always managed to be 
exactly the right information we needed down the line! In all honesty, I learned much more in section than I did in any of 
the lectures, because Austin is more succinct and explained the concepts really well. 

Austin literally wrote paragraph analyses of our writing. Awesome! 

Austin really knows what he talks about and he has the passion to teach us every week. 

Austin was a great GSI. He explained everything from lecture in a clearer way, he always waited until everyone understood 
the subject to move on and encouraged everyone to ask question. He helped with writing in offce hours, but was so effective
in class I didn’t need to go often. 

My GSI has been extraordinary in my opinion, with being knowledgable, responsive and facilitative. There is no question 
that Austin knows his material. Furthermore, he does a great job breaking down, digesting and teaching this knowledge. 

Austin is probably one of my favorite GSIs. His energy really captivates me. I actually wish he would have been the 
instructor of the course because he is much more interesting to listen to. 

Ancient Philosophy Summer 2011 

The most distinctive thing was the outside of the class philosophical discussions. He was down to engage with the materials 
whenever! 



Austin was very careful and knowledgeable in his presentation of the material, very open to questions, facilitated discussion 
well and made himself available outside of class. Also wrote extensive notes on our papers—AWESOME! 

Austin did a great job clarifying often confusing parts of ancient philosophy. His outlines in the beginning of class were very 
helpful, and the fact that we were able to focus on overarching concepts really helped my understanding as I sometimes get 
caught up in the little details. 

Austin was a very good GSI. He came to section prepared with a clear agenda, and was especially open to help students 
during offce hours. I am very grateful for his extensive and thorough comments on each essay. 

Austin tried to make the material as relevant as possible in order to make students interested about the relevance of each 
topic. He is very receptive towards others and welcoming. 

Austin Andrews was a very responsive GSI. Anytime I had to email Austin, he always replied back promptly. Presented 
material clearly and was available for students outside of offce hours via appointment if students had questions or needed 
more help. Gave relevant feedback to improve student writing. 

 Obviously knows material well. Presented in a clear and entertaining manner. Very available for offce hours help. Wrote 
extensive paper response. 

His evaluations have helped me better understand how to write in a more clear and explanatory fashion. 

He was engaging and managed to make the material clear and interesting even when the subject matter could run a little 
dry. 

Philosophy of Perception Fall 2011 

He was great. He actually put time into reading the papers. I wish he had taught the course instead. 

I really appreciated sections in this class. Oftentimes I felt like it was diffcult to get a frm grasp of what was supposed to be 
going on in lecture. So it was really helpful to have things spelled out clearly in section. 

I <3 the style! It’s very simple the way he explained. Available during OH and does not make students feel stupid. I would 
not have really understood half of the material in this course if it weren’t for his ability to make things clear and simple. 

Austin was a great GSI. He was very organized, always had a plan for section, made sure we want over major points from 
the lecture, always asked if we understood material, was always willing to elaborate and repeat ideas as often as needed. 

By taking this course with him, my writing skills are signifcantly improved. 

I very much appreciated your sense of humor brought into the section discussions, also your non-condescending manner of 
addressing issues/questions. 

He clearly loves philosophy. He is consumed with the concepts which are helpful with drawing together multiple course 
topics. 

Austin was very patient, which is awesome for people like me who fnd it diffcult to properly phrase questions and concerns.
He was very clear and effective when communicating examples and tie-ins from lecture, which really helped me remember 
the concepts better. 

I would have been totally lost if not for him. Took lecture and made it a whole lot more understandable. 

I cannot emphasize enough how excellent a GSI Austin is. Concise, informed, humorous, fosters arguments and discussion, 
open to ideas, always gives contemplation to questions—simply put, spectacular. I hope one day to be a GSI like him. 

It made all the difference in the world having someone available to explain the large quantify of stuff I ‘missed’ in lecture. 
Austin has also been very accommodating with his offce hours. I was also impressed with his level of knowledge in 
philosophy. 

From the very beginning of semester (when Austin added an additional day for discussion) Austin has been helpful, I would 
not have survived the class without him. 

This was a standup GSI: Austin knew the material as well as the professor (or so it seemed) and asked many of the right 
questions about the material. 

Very encouraging, very passionate about the subject but does substantially have the students’ best interest at heart. Lots of 
class involvement and discourse which is awesome. Student to student discussions in class were nice. Was understanding that
people had not taken philosophy before and describe things much more simply than lecture. 

Nature of Mind Spring 2012 



Austin was an excellent GSI. I actually learned more in section than in lecture. Explained very well what the instructor had 
a diffcult time conveying. 

I always relied on section to explain the points I didn’t understand in class—Austin is really good at explaining everything. 

My GSI was a great helping my understanding of philosophy this semester. He always had a set plan for each section and 
his discussions would always make the concepts we learned in class more understandable. He diligently gave lengthy 
responses to my assignments which really helped. 

I think Austin was a very helpful GSI because he really clarifed topics taught in class and in readings. Also, I like how he 
outlines what he will be talking about during section at the beginning of class. Lastly, his diagrams of real-life examples 
furthered my understanding of the material. 

Very relaxed and enjoyable yet productive and helpful. 

You made my life not that miserable because of this philosophy class because you are super helpful and approachable. 

GSI did a phenomenal job with discussion section by increasing my understanding of the material and engaging the class. 

Incredible grasp of the material, more than enough for topics discussed and questions asked. Extremely helpful comments 
on paper/assignments regarding where to improve. 

Class discussions were well prepared and supplemented the lecture material well. The GSI was easy to approach and willing
to answer any questions we may have. His responses to written assignments are extremely detailed and help to show how we
can improve for future assignments. 

He was personable and very knowledgeable. 

Very enthusiastic. Even though the content wasn’t interesting, he made it seem like it was. 

His passion for the subject was distinctive. 

Individual Morality and Social Justice Summer 2012 

Really good GSI. I actually wished you talked more during lecture because you helped clarify many points during 
discussion. 

Our GSI helped to explain concepts in a way I might call better than the lecturer. Clear, concise, entertaining and helpful. 
His argumentative attitude and willingness to encourage discussion made class enjoyable and made me desire him to teach 
class more often. 

Made me laugh and remember things. 

He did a very good job with the course material. Actually made me laugh and felt welcome to be in the class. 

Helped (I would say everyone who attended class) to improve their writing. 

His instruction was extremely valuable, he was very approachable and understanding, especially with regard to how much 
of the class were new to philosophy and he took pains to introduce us to the subject properly. 

He was extremely good at explaining complicated concepts in a way that is easy for us to understand. He also had an 
excellent sense of humor. 

He makes complicated stuff simple to understand. 

Political Philosophy Fall 2012 

This GSI exemplifed what is means to be a good GSI. Kudos Austin! Discussion sections should be longer. 

Austin’s enthusiasm for the topics made section engaging. His occasional offbeat humor was also appreciated. He was clear 
in expressing the smaller details and helped me to understand the overall objective of the class. 

Austin is the frst GSI I have had that truly facilitates discussion. He hears everyone out and never outright shoots what they 
say down. Rather, he takes any bit of correct and comprehensible thought in an otherwise stupid question/answer and 
seriously discusses it. He is a fair grader and it is clear that he spends quite a bit of time on our papers. 

He made confusing material more clear consistently. His comments on written work were extensive, clear and useful. His 
friendly attitude invited questions and discussions and made section more interesting. 

Whereas the lectures and reading material were longwinded, obscure, and uncareful, Austin was a beacon of clarity. I would
not have gained anything from the course if it weren’t for his clear and concise demonstrations of the structure of the 



arguments considered, his knowledge and his sympathy. 

I learned more and became more comfortable with the material because of section. Really appreciated Austin’s personal 
objections and input outside of claims from lecture or the readings. 

Being that this was my frst philosophy course at Cal and given that it is an upper division philosophy course, I felt lost 
during lecture several times. However, attending discussion section helped clear up any confusions and further my 
understanding of the class material. I found it really helpful that you would break down the readings in such a way that even
a non-philosophy major would understand. 

I found the section to be more clear, concise and helpful than the lecture. The combination of section, handouts and reading
is what I found to be the most instructive. 

Austin’s feedback was very helpful and thorough. He was available to meet outside of offce hours and tried to answer every 
question clearly. He also has a talent for explaining harder concepts in a way that is easy to group. 

In my opinion Austin is one of the best philosophy GSIs that I have had. He knows the material, presents it very clearly and 
is very helpful. 

I liked section because it felt like a good space to clear things up with regard to my past experience with philosophy courses. 
I liked that this section was not run in a highly opinionated way where you were attacked if you asked a ‘stupid question’ or 
gave a ‘stupid opinion’. 

You are literally one of the best GSIs that I have ever had. Keep teaching the way you do. 

Austin is excellent. He helped me so much this term. If it wasn’t for his sections I would have very little clue about what was 
going on in lecture. 

No matter how lost I was I felt like I could approach you and that was great. 

Austin was an invaluable resource and teacher. His comments on papers were useful, detailed and well thought out. He was 
the best GSI I’ve ever had in terms of clarifying dense and confusing course material. 

Philosophy of Mind Spring 2013 

Austin is incredibly knowledgable and conveys material in a concise way. He had clear goals for section and directed us to 
them. He also encouraged discussion and thinking for ourselves which is refreshing. 

His balance of leading discussion with a focus on participation and leading us to discover the answer ourselves. He was 
always available to talk about the course and many open offce hours. Great experience with him. 

Austin is an amazing instructor. Greatest of his qualities is that he is incredibly down to earth with his language use and a 
rarely found sense of humor that is very endearing. 

Very, very detailed and helpful comments on my papers. Thanks for taking my dumb ideas seriously. Austin was great—he 
always was willing to meet outside of class, encouraged participation and genuinely seemed to want to help us. He spent as 
much time outside of class as you needed. 

Austin presented this complicated topic in a clear, concise and helpful manner that added to Professor Searle’s lectures. 
Austin’s section was not simply a regurgitation of lecture but rather a helpful supplement to the lecture. 

Austin is very good at explaining philosophical concepts, and he also encourages discussion. He is approachable during 
offce hours. He also writes thorough and thoughtful comments on the assignments, which were really helpful. 

Austin did a very good job in flling in the gaps left from the lectures, which a lot of times were a bit intense. His feedback 
was always good and he has been available for questions whenever it was needed. 

He was very accessible. I could e-mail him and made an appointment easily whenever I needed him. 

Austin is the defnition of an exceptional GSI. 

He is incredibly attentive, patient and caring in regards to both his students and the material. 

He is incredibly knowledgeable and clear which was super helpful when dealing with complicated material. He was a great 
facilitator, really knew his stuff and never made any questions feel stupid/unimportant. Fantastic all around! 

He made sure that everyone in class did participate in the discussion and made sure that people felt comfortable doing so. 

Nature of Mind Fall 2013 

Austin was one of the best GSIs I’ve had—he was very enthusiastic about the material, conveyed a defnite grasp and 



command of the material, and was so approachable and thorough in answering questions. I really feel like I owe it to him 
that I became more interested in philosophy. 

He was able to connect things that were not very clear in lecture and explain them thoroughly in discussion, enthusiastic and
engaging. 

Austin’s enthusiasm for the course, sense of humor and good examples all made this course more enjoyable and 
understandable. Approachability and offce hours. Always made sure to meet or reschedule. His ability to explain is unique. 

His quickness to philosophical questions is astounding, original and very clear. He knows how to listen and steer discussion. 
Without insight from Austin I could not do well on philosophical writing. 

He would incorporate other material outside of the course and recommend other sources that would be helpful and 
interesting to those who wanted to know more. 

Austin was extraordinarily good at conveying the material. I learned so much. 

He was a very good GSI, probably my favorite thus far. This discussion section helped me immensely with understanding 
the lectures. 

My GSI was extremely helpful. There were a lot of subject matters that I did not understand during lecture but then 
understood perfectly well after attending section. 

Austin is brilliant and knows his material very well! He as been such a great help! He would answer every question in depth. 
He would always go beyond to try to help you! 

Great job. Helped me understand this very well, was often very open to private offce hours. Austin was the best GSI I have 
ever had because he always listened and gave so much feedback, especially on the papers. 

Ancient Philosophy Fall 2014 

VERY (like very) helpful with giving clear feedback on written work and spends time helping me write my essay. His 
character, his personality and his way of speaking/teaching/explaing things is very entertaining and fun—which makes me 
pay attention and like the material. 

Austin was a crucial resource and always went above and beyond to help us understand the material and/or discuss our 
writing. 

His preparedness was exceptional. 

When something was not so clear in lecture I could rest assured that Austin would help clarify in section. 

Very practical teaching method. He brings very diffcult concepts down to earth that I could often observe other students 
and myself having “Oh, I get it now” moments. 

Made philosophy fun. 

Really great discussions! By far my most rewarding discussion section because Austin explains things really well and also asks
thought provoking questions. 

Made diffcult material less intimidating. Austin explained all the concepts really well and made it easy to understand. I felt 
very comfortable asking questions about things I didn’t understand. 

In all honesty, this course wasn’t quite my cup of tea. Literally the only thing I could really be excited about was discussion. 
Austin made every situation as basic as he could by relating arguments to “modern” things we could understand. 

Austin was a great GSI. Made information very easy to absorb. He was helpful in every way. Tied with best GSI I’ve had, 
very funny, rigorous and thorough. 

Philosophy of Perception Fall 2015

Austin is very funny and down to earth which makes it easy to go to section and ask him questions. Overall, he's been my 
favorite GSI.

Very helpful, you seemed to prompt exactly what was at issue either in the reading or in lecture.

If the above criteria is the mark of a good GSI, then Austin is a great GSI because he does all of these things amazingly. 
Austin knows the material very well and can restate it in such a way that makes it clear.

Austin's section was the best section I have had while at Berkeley.



He genuinely wants us to participate and understand.

Austin's eagerness to explain and re-explain the material was tremendous.

Austin was always prepared for section (really mastered the material) and even always sent us a couple questions for us to 
think about before section. His explanations were great. It always made more sense to me after he went through the 
material.

One thing I really appreciate is how he was very available to us and willing to answer questions.

Austin's availability and ability to connect with his students and empathize with our misery was particularly helpful.

Austin is clear, has an extremely strong grasp of the material and is easy and friendly to approach. One of the best GSIs at 
Berkeley.

Particularly helpful was his humor, offering and diffusing complex topics with wit and humor made the topics not only 
interesting but understandable.

Austin is very knowledgable and prepared. He always e-mails us questions ahead of time that we can think about for our 
next discussion and he pushes us to understand and debate key concepts. His comments are detailed and helpful on our 
essays and he provides useful feedback on our ideas in offce hours.

Austin is so enthusiastic about the material, and it is clear that he really wants his students to understand and appreciate the 
complexity of philosophy.

It's kind of hard not to get excited about a subject when your GSI is so into it, even if it's something you wouldn't regularly 
be interested in.

Austin gives us options of topics/questions to think about over the weekend so we come to section prepared with thing to 
talk about. His knowledge + grasp of the material is strong and I always leave section feeling good that I am on the right 
track with the material.

Austin gives very clear and easy to follow examples and re-formulations of arguments that have been very helpful in 
understanding the material. He really takes time + puts in the effort to prepare for section and pushes us to reiterate 
arguments or explain what we mean by certain things so we are clear and all on the same page.

Very clear, interactive--also comedic. I always feel very engaged in section.

Austin is an extremely good GSI--always makes himself available for his students, explains concepts very clearly, never 
makes you feel bad for being confused, and very helpful with paper writing questions and feedback.

Particularly helpful was his kindness and patience, great analogies.

Austin helps explain really well in section--he knows the material is hard and helps make it easier to understand. He is 
always available outside of class to meet.

He was comical and engaging. I enjoyed the perspectives he used to illuminate material. What was host helpful was his 
accessibility.

Austin was really good at presenting material as clearly as possible, using everyday examples and really breaking down ideas 
to their simplest and most easy to comprehend forms. He's also great at facilitating discussion and making it so that students 
feel free to speak their minds.

Modern Philosophy Spring 2016

In my opinion, Austin was a pretty phenomenal GSI. He knows the material very well, genuinely enjoys teaching and never 
made me feel dumb or inadequate. He's also super funny and tries to make the material relatable.

Particularly helpful was his excitement and the modern examples were great. I don't know how he thinks this stuff up. 

Austin could teach this course.

I found the emails Austin sent before section, outlining a number of topics that we might discuss very helpful. It really did 
encourage me to think about these ideas more.

He facilitates discussion well and knows the material well. Tries hard to have people be involved with discussion.

He made it very clear that he is happy to arrange individual meetings with us to help with the material or assignments. The 
sections were also immensely helpful.

The diagram he drew comparing Descartes' and Spinoza's metaphysical views was especially helpful, really helped to 



visualize the material that way.

Examples were very helpful. He used examples for nearly all concepts and this really made them easier to understand. Also, 
examples that are salient and relevant (like Katy Perry or roommate scenarios) I found to be funny, but also very helpful.

Led effective free-form discussion, directly addressed student questions. Helpful comments on graded work. Very available 
+ instructive in offce hours.

He was very clear, slow and thorough! Really non-threatening, so it was easy to participate.

I think Austin was always prepared for section and also always prepared us with an e-mail beforehand so we knew what we 
would be discussing. He's great at explaining concepts which we have questions about and I always left section feeling like I 
understood more than I did when I walked in. he also helped me write my 1st paper and was very helpful in explaining what
I was having trouble with.

Austin has exceeded in all of the above. This is the one discussion I look forward to because every second is dedicated to 
helping us understand the philosophical material presented in lecture. Austin always makes sure that everyone is on the right
track and is very helpful in clarifying confusing material.

He's always enthusiastic and doesn't spend the entire time lecturing but allows us to raise questions and debate amongst 
ourselves which I found very helpful.

Austin has good command of the material and really challenges us to understand the material. he is very open, 
approachable and provokes good philosophical understanding. He has helped me, personally, understand the sometimes 
very challenging and ambiguous material.

10/10 would recommend.

Don't change anything.

Austin provided clear and distinct examples, worked with us until we truly understood the concepts, and wasn't dry or 
boring.

He was very committed to our success in the class.

I like how Austin can always come up with interesting and down-to-earth examples to explain diffcult concepts.

Austin did a great job overall and really facilitated my learning--enabling me to make this course intellectually rewarding.

Besides showing full profciency and confdence in the material, Austin is also patient and thorough in his explanations of 
philosophical concepts.

I thought he had a really good balance of pre-thought out structure and fexibility to cover what we wanted to cover. He also
gave a very comprehensive overview of basic concepts to make sure we felt confdence in these.

The most distinctive thing was his humor and blunt clarity.

Individual Morality and Social Justice Summer 2016

The GSI was very welcoming to come to offce hours. Didn't feel ashamed to go. Very genuine and didn't look down on for 
asking. Always made sure to stop in class to know people were understanding.

Austin is honestly a really cool guy. He shows the big picture stuff right at the beginning, and allows us to dive into the 
specifcs in a nice discussion.

Awesome GSI! One of my faves in my college experience. He presented the course material well, led us through the 
learning process well, helped me feel like a participant of the class, and more. I would take another class again!

Austin made sure that no section went without everyone contributing at least once. Very fair and thoughtful.

Austin encouraged everyone to get involved in section and made sure that he answered everyone's queries. He was fantastic 
in providing clear assessments of my work and helped me to develop my philosophical writing through meetings and 
workshops that he scheduled in his own time.

Everything was easy to understand. Great examples that everyone could relate to, friendly, humorous, all was helpful. Made 
the class quite interesting and intellectually stimulating.

The clarity with which he explained philosophical concepts was the best part of the course.


