
Nature of Mind, Summer 2015 
'...out of this world but here for you.' 

-Voila Juice company slogan. 

--- 

'...no sooner do we depart from sense and instinct to follow the light of a superior principle, to reason,
meditate, and reflect on the nature of things, but a thousand scruples spring up in our minds concerning

those things which before we seemed fully to comprehend.' 

-Bishop Berkeley 

--- 

Instructor: Austin Andrews (austinandrews@berkeley.edu) 

GSI: Jeremy Carey (jeremycarey@berkeley.edu 

Room: Lecture: 156 Dwinelle Hall; Section: 156 Dwinelle Hall. 

Hours: Lecture M-Th, 12-2pm; Section F 12-2pm. 

Office Hours: Austin: 301 Moses Hall, Mondays, 3-5pm and by appointment. Jeremy: 301 Moses
Hall, Wednesdays, 2-4pm. 

Course materials: There are no books to buy for this course. All readings are available on the class
bCourses website. Please make sure that you have access to bCourses. 

Assignments: There will be pop quizzes throughout the semester, combined these will count towards
5% of your grade. In addition you will write two short essays of 2-3 pages (the first paper is worth 10%
of your grade, the other is worth 20%), one final essay of 4 pages (40% of your grade) and an in class
final exam (25% of your grade). In order to pass the class one must complete all assignments. 

Final exam: Thursday, July 2rd, in 156 Dwinelle Hall from 12-2pm. 

Important dates: Drop the course and get your money back: Friday, May 29th; drop the course and
not get your money back: Friday June 5th; change your grading option: Friday June 19th. 

Some of my policies: 

(1) E-mail is a great way to schedule appointments and to clear up confusions about course logistics.
On the other hand, e-mail is AWFUL for doing philosophy. Consequently I’m happy to communicate
with you via e-mail so long as the correspondence is non-philosophical in nature. If you have
philosophical questions please bring them up in section or in office hours. If this isn’t convenient, shoot
me an e-mail to schedule an appointment to chat. No matter what you do, you will find that I am
always happy to talk philosophy with you so long as it isn’t via e-mail. 

(2) If you write me an e-mail please allow 24 hours for a response during the week and 48 hours if
you’ve mailed me during the weekend. The weekend begins on Friday at 5pm. Generally speaking, I
am much quicker than this but please do not rely on a speedier response than I have just guaranteed.
This is especially important if your e-mail is urgent. 

(3) Academic dishonesty will be met with ZERO-TOLERANCE. What does that mean? It means that
you will receive an F in the course if you run afoul of the universities' academic honesty policies
(http://campuslife.berkeley.edu/conduct/integrity/definition). If you are at all uncertain about what is
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and what is not considered plagiarism, cheating &c., please talk to me or to Jeremy. Really, if you have
any questions about this issue we'd be happy to talk with you! 

(4) Put away your cell phones and other gadgets during class. If you must you may use a laptop to take
notes, but it is preferable if you do not. 

(5) I am happy to discuss your written work with you but I do not read or comment on drafts. 

Many of these policies are meant to encourage, indeed force, you to talk philosophy with me in person.
I hope very much that you do that. Get in touch!

What should you expect to get out of this class?:

Unless you have already taken a philosophy class, this class will probably be unlike any other class you
have taken. One of the main differences is that in this class you will not be presented with a body of
facts that you are supposed to memorize and then learn to combine in clever ways as you are in a
chemistry or mathematics class. Rather, most everything we will discuss in this class is a matter of
extreme controversy and so cannot be reasonably regarded as factual. So if you aren't going to learn a
bunch of facts, what are you going to learn? The most important thing you will take away from this
class if you work hard is a set of skills pertaining to identifying, understanding and critically evaluating
arguments. These skills will of course be useful to you in this class. But, importantly, they will serve
you in any aspect of life where someone is trying to persuade you of something. A moment's reflection
reveals that this happens pretty much constantly in daily life. 

Advice about the readings: Most, if not all, of the things we will read this semester are really hard.
Only a few of them are long, but most of them are dense and difficult. Understanding the readings will
require you to read them more than once. In addition to multiple readings, you'll also have to sit around
and think about the readings. All of these facts may tempt you to just skip the readings altogether and
to try to get by on lecture notes, section and handouts. RESIST THIS TEMPTATION! 

As I mentioned above, one of the main goals of this course is to help you develop the ability to read,
comprehend and evaluate difficult argumentative prose. If you can read and understand these essays
you will be well placed to understand and critically assess most anything that gets put in front of you,
be it an opinion piece in the New York Times, a legal brief or any other piece of argumentative text. If
you do not struggle through the readings there is no way you will develop this skill. Lectures, section,
handouts and the like are supplements to and not replacements for the assigned readings.

Schedule of readings and assignments: 

This schedule is not set in stone but we'll stick to it the best we can. Depending on our ability to move
through the material, some readings may be dropped or relegated to 'optional' status. As we go along
you will receive bCourses messages about where you should be in the schedule of readings. 

Week one: 

Sellars, Philosophy and the Scientific Image of Man (optional). 

Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, I, II. 

Papineau, The Case for Materialism. 

Week two: 

First short paper due Monday 6/1. 

Smart, Sensations and Brain Processes. 
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Watson, Psychology as a Behaviorist Views it. 

Tolman, Cognitive Maps in Mice and Men. 

Hempel, The Logical Analysis of Psychology (optional). 

Armstrong, The Nature of Mind (excerpt). 

Putnam, Brains and Behavior. 

Week three: 

Turing, Computing, Machinery and Intelligence. 

Block, The Mind as the Software of the Brain (up to section 1.1). 

Papineau, Introduction to Functionalism (up to and including the Role and Realizers section). 

Putnam, Psychological Predicates. 

Searle, Minds, Brains and Programs (replies optional). 

Block, Troubles with Functionalism (excerpt). 

Week four: 

Second short paper due Wednesday 6/15. 

Chalmers, The Puzzle of Conscious Experience. 

Jackson, Epiphenomenal Qualia. 

Nagel, What is it Like to be a Bat? 

McGinn, Can we Solve the Mind-Body Problem? 

Week five: 

Chalmers, On the Search for the Neural Correlates of Consciousness? 

Chalmers, How can we Construct a Science of Consciousness? 

Block, Consciousness and Cognitive Access. 

Nagel, Other Minds Hume, 

Enquiry (excerpt) 

Week six: 

Long paper due Wednesday 7/1. 

Harmon, The Intrinsic Quality of Experience (excerpt). 

Byrne, Skepticism about the Internal World. 

Other readings TBA. 
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